«Dy the King. 


A Proclamation for the better ſerling of his Maieſties 


Manufacture of Gold and Siluer thread within this his Realme. 


* 
A Hereasthe Art or Myſterie of making Gold and Siluer threed(acom- 


# {#] moditieofcontinuall vſein this Our Kingdome of England) hath fozmerly 
"| beene vſed,and made by Strangers in fozreine parts only, and from thence 
7 {| tranſpoꝛted into this Our Realme ; but of late hath beene pꝛattiſed by ſome 
[= N Our louing Subtects, who bytheir great charge and induſtrie, haue ſo 
Sa | 5, well pzofited therein, andattained toſuch perfection in that Arte, that they 
NX * equall the Strangers, in the ſkilfull making thereof, and are able by the 
\ * A labours of our owne people to make ſuch ſtoꝛe, as ſhall be ſufficient to fur: 
ni theerpenceof this whole Kingdome. And whereas we, eſteeming 
— —— tta pzincipallpart of Our office, as a Ring and DoueraignePzince, toche- 
riſhandencourage the Knowledge and Inuention of good and pzofitable Arts and Myſteries, and 
to make them frequent amongſt Our owne people, eſpectally ſuch , wherein Our people may ent- 
ptoy their labours comkoztably, and pꝛofitably, and many thereby may be kept from idleneſſe. hereby 
to pꝛelerue and increaſe the Honour and wealth of Our State and people. And finding that the erer- 
ciſing of this Arte oꝛ Wylterte (conſidering the continuall vſe of Bullion to be ſpent in the Manufac- 
turethereof)isa matter of great impoꝛtante,. and therefoze fitter foz Dur own immediate tare. then to 
be truſted into the hands ol any pꝛiuate perſons foꝛ that the Conſumptton, oꝛ pꝛeleruation of Bullion 
wherof Our Coynes (the ſinewes and ſtrength of Our State) are made, is a matter of ſo high onſe⸗ 
quente, as it is onely pꝛoper foꝛ Our ſelfeto take tare and attount ok; Mee haue heretofoze to the 
good liking ofthe Inuentoꝛs thereof, taken the laid Manufacture of Gold & Stluer thꝛeed into Our 
owne hands, and lo purpoſe to retaine, and continue it, to be exertiled only by Agents foꝛ Our ſelues, 
who ſhall from time to time be accomptable to Us foꝛ the ſame. And whereas fo2 the better per⸗ 
fectingofſo Royall a Wozke, by Our P2oclamation, Dated the two and twentieth day of March, in 
the fifteenth yeere of Our Baigneof England, Mee did vtterly pꝛohibite the Im oꝛtation of all foz- 
raine Gold and ſiluer thꝛeed made in any the parts beyond the Seas, and the ble of any other Gold oz 
Siluer thꝛeed, then ſuch as ſhould from time to time be Sealed with a Seale to be to that purpoſe 
appointed therby to dilcouer all falſe, counterfeit and pzohibited Stuffe , whereby either our l 
Subietts might be abuſed, oz Our ſelues deluded, as by the ſame Pꝛotlamation appeareth; whi 
Wee will and Command, and Our expꝛeſſe pleaſure is, ſhall in all things be firmely obſerued and 
kept. — to the puꝛpoꝛt and true meaning thereof,and of Mur Royall intent and plealure there⸗ 
in expꝛelled. 

Now fozaſmuch as Wee find, that notwithſtanding Our Pzoclamation, many haue aduentu⸗ 
red ſecretly and by ſtealth to impoꝛt Gold and Siluer thꝛeed from foꝛraine parts, and many others 
to make the ſame within this Realme (not being thereunto allowed by Us, oz Our Agents) and to 
vtter the ſame to diners of Our louing Dubiects, not being Sealed with the Seale tothatpur- 
pole appointed, whereby Wee finde that Our owne Agents and wozkemen imployed about the ſad 
Manufacture are diſcouraged, aud much falſe and counterfeit Stuffe is vented, to the great deceit of 
Pur Subietts, ſcandall of the wozke, and Our owne pꝛoper loſſe, and pet the Offenders therein can- 
noteaſily be diſcouered, whereby they might be puniſhed accozding to their demerits : foz that the 
Silkemen and Silkeweauers,and others, who buy and vſe the ſatd Gould. and Stluer thzeed, are 
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vn willing to diſtouer ſych offenders, and (as we haue tauſe to feare) doe rather encourage them in 
their offence, in tontempt ol Us and Our pꝛoteedings. To the end therefoze, that this Hut worke 
which we haue appꝛopꝛiated to Sur ſelfe, may pꝛoſper in Hur hands, and neither Our Agents be dil- 
couraged, noꝛ the woꝛke diſcountenanced by the making, working, oz vttering any falſe, counterfeit, 
02 pz0hibitedStuffe,and that thoſe whom we haue truſted and imployed therein, may alſo perfoꝛme 
their duties iuſtly and faithfully , without inſt grieuante, oꝛ offence to any of Our louing Subtects; 
We doe hereby ſtraightly charge and Command, ThatallSitkemen, Sukeweauers, and all and 
euery perſon and perſons, who now vſe, oz hereafter ſhatl vſe the Arte, Myſterie, Trade, oz Octupa⸗ 
tion of making, wozking, ſelling, oz vtteringof any Late, Buttons, 02 any other thing oz things 
whatloener, in all, oꝛ in part wzought of oꝛ with Gold oz Siluer thzeed , oz of oz with Copper Gold, 
oꝛ Diluer thꝛeed, ſhall from time to time take and keepea true, inſt, and exact actompt in wziting , of 
all the names, pzofeſſions, and habitations, of all and every perſon andperſons, of whom they oz 
any ofthem ſhal from time to time buy oꝛ receine any Gold oz Stluer Thꝛeed, oꝛ Copper Gold oꝛ Si- 
uer Thꝛeed oꝛ any thing wꝛought oꝛ made in all oꝛ in part therewith , with the time and times and 
ſeuerall quantities when and what they ſo bought oꝛ retetued the ſame : Which ſard Attount, they 
and euery of them ſhall once a moneth deliuer vnto a Regiſter to bee to that purpoſe 2 — by 
lomeof Pur Commiſſioners koꝛ the ſaid Manufacture, that ſo the offenders againſt Our foꝛmer, and 
this pꝛeſent Pꝛoclamation, may be the better diſcouered, and their offentes ſeuerelp puniſhed, as be- 
ing a high Contempt againſt Us and Our Pꝛerogatiue Royall : Foz the due perfozmance whereof, 
and to pꝛeuent the Intonuenientes that may enſue, Our will and pleaſure is, and voce doe here 
ſtraitly charge and tommaund, That all and euery the perſons afozeſaid, ſhall enter into Bond o 
one hundꝛed oz two hundꝛed pounds apiete and not aboue (as ſhalbe thought fitt by Our Commil- 
ſioners appointed foz the ſaid Manufacture now, oꝛ that hereafter ſhalbe, oꝛ any two ot them) to Our 
Atturney General ſoꝛ the time being, in truſt foz Us; with condition to perfoꝛme all and euery the 
particulars in the fozmer Clauſe expꝛeſſed and commanded, vpon the paines hereafter limited, which 
We will ſhall be ſenerely inflictedon them. 

And further we willand Command that no Fynoꝛ oꝛ Fynoꝛs of Gold oz Diluer,ſhalat any time 
oꝛ times hereafter melt, diſgroſſe, oꝛ ſell , o2 cauſe to be molten, diſgꝛoſſed oꝛ ſold any refined Gold oz 
Siluer, to any perſon oꝛ perſons whatloeuer (other then to Our Agent and vndertakers foꝛ our ſaid 
manufacture) vntill he oz they ſhall haue firſt entred into Bond to vs of one hundꝛed pounds, oꝛ moꝛe 
befoze our ſad Commiſſioners, oꝛany two of them to our vſe, to melt none ot᷑ Our Coines foꝛ th 
makingofrefined Gold oꝛ Siluer, and from time to time, to giue a true actompt in waiting ot all 
Names, Pꝛofeſſions, and habitations of euery ſuch perſon and perſons, as ſhall from time to 
time, buy oꝛ haue any refined Gold oz Stluerof him o2 them, andof the true quantity and quan⸗ 
tities of all Feuery ſuch partell x partells, as he oꝛ they ſhall from time to time vtter, ſell , 02 delmer: 
Foꝛ all which ſaid Bonds ſo to be entred into reſpectiuely, We are neuertheleſſe pleaſed, That no fee 
92 allewance ſhalbe required oꝛtaken, noꝛ that the ſame Bond ſhalbe ſent 02 deliuered into Dur Ex⸗ 
cyequt er, noꝛ other wiſe put in Suit, but vpon apparant bꝛeach thereof, firſt appearing to Dur Com- 

ners afoꝛelaid, oꝛ any two ofthem, oꝛ to Our Attourney generall foꝛ the time being and that at 
the end of euery ſire moneths the ſame Bond reſpecttnelyſhalbedelinered vp to the party bound to be 
Cantelled if in the meane time no bꝛeach thereof ſhall appeare to haue bin made as afoꝛeſaid, and then 
anew Bond to be entred into by him oꝛ her relpectiuely to the ſame effect, to tontinue like wile foꝛ 0- 
ther ſire Moneths, and ſo foꝛ euery ſixe Moneths, as long as this oꝛ Our foʒmer Pꝛotlamation ſhall 


remaine in foꝛte oꝛthat Our pleafure ſhalbe further ſignified to the tontrary. Like wile Our pleaſure 


is that if any of Our ſaide louing Subiects ſhall caſually oz vnawares, without any wilfull oz 
obſtinate Contempt, fall into the bzeach of any ſuch bond; that Our Chauncelloz of England, o: 
Keeper of Our Great Seale, foꝛ the time being, ſhal vpona Petition to him exhibited,+in a 1a- 
ry Courle, haue power to oꝛder and Moderate the ſame, as he in his wiſedome ſhall thinke fitt. And 
alſo we wil e Command, That no Gold Dꝛawer oz other perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoener.ſhalat any 
time hereafter,during this oꝛ Our ſaid foꝛmer Pꝛotlamation, dꝛaw, flat, oꝛ vie any refined Gold ozDil- 
uer, ſoꝛ the making ot Cloth of Gold, oꝛ Cloth of Siluer, without the ſpetiall Licence ot᷑ two of Our 
ſaid Commiſſioners, vnder their hands in watting, firſt had e obtained vpon paine of fozfeiture of all 
ſuch Gold oꝛ Slluer as ſhalbe wꝛought, tontrary to this Our Nopall will and Commandement and 
_—_— of ourbigh indignation and diſpleaſure , and ſuch other paines and punichments as in 
like Caſes are blu | 

And Our farther will and pleaſure is, and hereby Wee doe giue full power and authozity vnto 
Our laid Commiſſioners,o2 any two oꝛ moꝛe of them, and to allandeuery ſuch perſon and perſons, 
as Our ſaid Commiſſioners 02 any two oꝛ moze ofthem , ſhall by warrant oz Wziting vnder their 
hands nominate oz appoint, from time to time and at all times tonuenient, at their pleaſure, in peace- 
able maner (taking withthem a Conſtable oꝛother fitt officer, and giuing notite to the owner 1 97 
ſeſloꝛ.oꝛ his oꝛ their ſeruant oz ſeruants, of their purpoſe in that behalfe, tothe end they may if they 
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Giuenat Royſtone the tenth day of O ober, in the ſeuenteenth yeere of Our Reigne of England, France, 
and Ireland, and of Scotland the three and fiftieth. 


God ſaue the King. 
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